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Abstract

This study examines the long-standing scholarly debate over the identity of “the Sacrificed One”
(al-Dhabih) in the Qur’anic narrative—whether it was Isma‘il or Ishag. Through a comparative
and critical analysis of exegetical traditions and historical reports, particularly those found in al-
Tabari’s History and Tafsir, the research highlights both transmitted and rational evidence, as
well as the influence of Israelite traditions on early interpretations. The findings indicate that the
majority of Muslim scholars favored Isma‘il as the Sacrificed Son, supported by Qur’anic context
and linguistic analysis, while acknowledging minority views that identified Ishaqg. The study also
explores the possibility of reconciling the two positions by considering later scholarly suggestions
that both sons may have been tested in different circumstances.

Keywords: Comparative Religion; Islamic History; Prophetic Narratives; Quranic Exegesis;
Sacrificial Son.
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