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Abstract
This article examines the administrative evolution of the Umayyad period and the role of non-
Muslims in the state administration of the Umayyad Caliphate. With the establishment of the
Umayyad rule, the Islamic state expanded into a vast empire comprising diverse ethnic, cultural,
and religious communities. Due to the rapid territorial expansion and the increasing complexity
of governance, the Umayyad administration relied significantly on the expertise of local non-
Muslim officials, particularly those familiar with Byzantine and Sasanian bureaucratic traditions.
The study analyzes the development of major administrative institutions such as Diwan al-Kharaj,
Diwan al-Rasa’il, and other state departments, highlighting the contribution of non-Muslim
officials in financial administration, taxation, record keeping, and official correspondence. The
article argues that the inclusion of non-Muslims in administrative affairs was not primarily based
on ideals of religious equality, but rather on political pragmatism, administrative necessity, and
considerations of public interest. The study further discusses the policy of Ta‘rib al-Dawawin
(Arabization of the administrative system), the religious and social reactions to the appointment
of non-Muslim officials, and the juristic perspectives regarding their participation in state affairs.
Moreover, it demonstrates how the Umayyad administrative structure influenced the later
Abbasid bureaucracy. The article ultimately presents the Umayyad administrative experience as
an important phase in the evolution of Islamic governance and statecraft.
Keywords: Umayyad Caliphate, Administrative Evolution, Non-Muslim Officials, Diwan System,
Ta'rib al-Dawawin, Islamic Administration, Political Pragmatism, Islamic Statecraft.
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