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Abstract

This article examines the opportunities, operational challenges, and jurisprudential (Shariah)
parameters surrounding the voluntary social and civic services of Muslim girls in the former
Frontier Region (F.R.) Kohat—now designated as the Darra Adam Khel Sub-Division of Kohat
District, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. Framed within a conservative Pashtun tribal structure
dominated by the Adam Khel Afridi tribe and governed by the unwritten code of Pashtunwali,
young women face intricate systemic barriers when attempting to engage in public welfare.
Through a qualitative synthesis of classical Islamic jurisprudence and contemporary social
science, this study investigates the intersection of tribal norms (such as Purdah, Nang, and
Ghairat) with the Islamic mandate for civic responsibility (Khidmat and Tatau'). The findings
indicate that while local customs often confine women to the domestic sphere (Kor), early Islamic
history and Shariah principles explicitly provide a mandate for female participation in education,
health, and humanitarian relief. This paper outlines a comprehensive, Shariah-conforming model
for female voluntary services that respects local cultural sensibilities while ensuring adherence
to Islamic ethical codes, including the preservation of modesty (Hijab), the avoidance of
unregulated gender mixing (lkhtilat), and the structural involvement of traditional tribal
patriarchs (Jirga).

Keywords: Voluntary Services, F.R. Kohat, Shariah Limits, Pashtunwali, Women Empowerment,
Islamic Jurisprudence.
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