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Abstract

During Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf leadership from 2018 to 2022 a lot happened in the world of
international relations. This article conducts a comprehensive examination of Pakistan relation
with US from 2018 to 2022. It delves into the evolving dynamics of aid, geopolitical factors and
Pakistanis involvement in peace talks in Afghanistan examining how these factors influenced its
relationship with the United States. Decisions made by Imran Khan such as his meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin in 2022 sparked debates and discussions. Additionally, this
article explores the approach of the Trump, Joe Biden administration towards Pakistan including
ties, security cooperation and foreign aid provided by the United States during PTIs governance.
It also looks at how Pakistan got along with the United States during this time what important
things happened as well as how their relationship changed because of Pakistan role in
Afghanistan as well as whether the change in the U.S. administration from Trump to Joe Biden
had an impact on relations with Pakistan or whether this change was influenced by the Afghan
interest. This study employs both exploratory and explanatory research designs to examine the
dynamics of Pakistan-US relations during the tenure of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl)
government from 2018 to 2022, using Realist Theory as the theoretical framework to
contextualize and interpret bilateral interactions and strategic interests.

Keywords: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Afghanistan, United States, Joe Biden, Trump, Relationship,
Imran Khan

Introduction:

From 2018 to 2022 Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was led by Imran Khan as its chairman and the
Prime Minister of Pakistan ( Zeidan, 2023,para.1) .Diplomatically Pakistan transitioned from
isolation, addressing the Kashmir dispute, engaging in Afghan peace talks at the same time
strengthening ties with China through CPEC as well as fostering economic partnerships with
African nations while facing strong opposition and protests (Jamal ,2020, para.2) .The Afghan
peace negotiations' intents considerably influence future security structures both locally and
globally. With the United States and China observing besides Pakistan moderating, there is
unique opportunity for Pakistan to showcase its commitment to peace in Afghanistan and its
surrounding regions (Abdullah et al.,2023). Pakistan seeks to enhance its relations with key
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regional players by reengaging in diplomatic negotiations. This aligns with one of the Pakistan's
primary foreign policy goals which are to establish a network of regional allies (Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan, n.d.).

During PTl's leadership from August 2018 to April 2022 under Imran Khan Pakistan faced
numerous challenges first the government tried to diversify foreign aid sources and also
mediated in the U.S-Taliban peace process. PTl also played an important role in mediating
between the Taliban and the United States which contributed to the 2021 U.S. troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan and also improved Pakistan-Taliban relations (Ali,2023, para.1l). Also
meanwhile The 'Cypher Case. Imran Khan P.M of Pakistan Decision to meet with Russian
President Vladimir Putin shortly after Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 sparked
different controversy and international isolation (Al-Rabbi, 2024).

In the meantime, the US government changed from Trump to Biden raising interesting questions
about the nature of our relationships following the transition. Similar to the Trump
administration the Biden administration views Pakistan through the lens of Afghanistan. The
Special Envoy, American diplomat is still meeting with officials at the army headquarters in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad on a daily basis to discuss peace negotiations. However, in contrast to
the Trump administration, which gave Pakistan priority over all other third parties in Afghanistan,
the Biden administration has not (Afzal, 2021). Pakistan's already struggling economy and the
government's militant crackdown and its attempts to assert foreign policy independence from
the military strained relations between the PTI and the military establishment. In 2022 the
National Assembly's political opposition moved to hold a vote of confidence in PTls government
leading to his removal from office which was successful. ("The Economic Times News," 2023,
para.l).

Literature Review:

Rasool, Khan, and Mustafa (n.d.) in their article “Pakistan Strategic Prospect with USA during PTI
Government” provide a descriptive Analysis of Pakistan—US relations during PTI government. The
study sketches the historical complexities of the bilateral relationship, focusing on areas such as
diplomatic ties, economic cooperation as well as military collaboration, and regional security
concerns. While the article offers useful context and highlights important developments during
the PTI government it lacks a critical analysis of the divergent aspects that defined the
relationship between 2018 and 2022. The study does not sufficiently explore the tensions, policy
misalignments, or strategic shifts, differences over Afghanistan, regional alliances, and
geopolitical recalibrations which are essential for understanding the divergence in Pakistan—US
relations during this period (Rasool, Khan, & Mustafa, n.d.).

Congressional Research Service, dated May 22, 2023, discusses the evolving nature of U.S.-
Pakistan relations, stress the United States’ long-standing policy goals of promoting a stable,
democratic, and prosperous Pakistan that actively combats religious militancy. It highlights the
Biden Administration's continued interest in engaging with Pakistan on critical issues such as
terrorism, nuclear proliferation, regional stability, democratization, human rights, and economic
development. Though, it does not sufficiently address the underlying issues that have strained
Pakistan U-S relations or the strategic policy shifts in Washington that replicate growing
skepticism about Pakistan’s role as a reliable partner (Congressional Research Service, 2023).
Aslam, Hussain, and Mujahid (2022) provides a qualitative analysis of Pakistan’s foreign policy
under the PTI government from 2018 to 2022.1t highlights the government’s stress on diplomacy
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over military engagement, mainly in managing regional conflicts such as the Kashmir dispute with
India and efforts to mediate between Iran-Saudi Arabia, Tehran-Washington, and the Taliban-
U.S. The study also stresses Pakistan’s attempts to maintain balanced relations with major
powers like the U.S. and China, particularly in the aftermath of the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan. While the article discusses the PTI government's foreign policy priorities but it does
not critically examine how these policies affected Pakistan’s long-term strategic standing with
major powers, nor does it explore the gradual policy shifts and growing mistrust that have shaped
recent U.S.-Pakistan relations. This presents a key gap in understanding the broader implications
of Pakistan's foreign policy on its relations with the United States, mainly in the context of
increasing diplomatic strain and shifting U.S. strategic priorities. (Aslam, Hussain, & Mujahid,
2022).

Abid, Naseem, and Bilal (2023) discovers how Pakistani multiple TV news channels such as,
framed Pak-US relations during the tenure of the PTI government from 2018 to 2022. Using a
Descriptive Content Analysis method, the study observes primetime news bulletins from August
2018 to January 2022, focusing on issues such as military cooperation, the Afghanistan situation,
regional disputes, the War on Terror, and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The
research highlights that news channels presented positive coverage of Pak-US relations,
portraying bilateral cooperation between the two nations during this period. Through the
application of Agenda Setting and Framing approaches. Though, the study does not fully address
the developing divergence in Pak-US relations under the PTI government, mainly the shiftsin U.S.
policy towards Pakistan as diplomatic and strategic dynamics changed, which remains a key gap
in understanding the broader complexities of these relations during this time (Abid, Naseem, &
Bilal, 2023).

Methodology:

This study employs an explanatory as well as exploratory research design to delve into
dynamics of Pakistan-US relations during the tenure of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) from 2018
to 2022.Data is collected through Primary Sources such as tweets, diplomatic correspondences,
speeches, and press releases from both Pakistani and US government entities is collected to
provide firsthand insights into diplomatic interactions and policy decisions. For Secondary
Sources use Academic journals, Articles, reports, news’s, books scholarly publications will
supplement the primary data, offering diverse perspectives and contextual information on the
subject.

Realist Theory in Context: Understanding Pakistan-US Relations under PTI Leadership

Realism is a set of theories in international relations that highlights the importance of the state
as well as national interest, and power in global politics. Ever since the aftermath of World War
I, realism has been a prevailing framework in understanding international affairs. Realists claim
that it provides the most precise explanation of state behavior and also offers policy
prescriptions, particularly emphasizing the balance of power among states to address the inborn
elements in international relations.

Realism includes numerous elements, with classical realism and neorealism being the most
distinctive. Classical realism, drawing from varied sources such as Marxism and American civic
republicanism, stresses the constraints posed by human nature, political institutions, as well as
the anarchic structure of the international system on progress, reform. On the other hand,
neorealism, initiated by scholars like Kenneth Waltz, reconfigures realism as a difficult social-
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scientific theory rooted in microeconomics. Neorealism emphases on states as rational actors
operating in a self-help system, where survival is paramount, and behavior is formed by the
distribution of power.
(Bell, n.d.).

Anarchy in the International System

The failure of the United States to recognize Pakistan's significant contributions in the war on
terror despite Pakistan's considerable sacrifices demonstrates the anarchic nature of the
international system. Despite Pakistan's assistance, the US always prioritized its own interests,
overlooking Pakistan's efforts and also concerns in the process.

Classical Realism - Constraints and National Interests

Classical realism underlines the constraints imposed by the international system on Pakistan's
efforts to secure acknowledgement for its contributions. Pakistan's pursuit of its national
interests, including security concerns as well as regional stability, was overshadowed by the US's
unilateral approach, which line up its own agenda without adequately considering Pakistan's
perspective.

Neorealism - Power Dynamics and Self-Interest

Neorealism places of interest the power dynamics and self-help nature of states in international
relations. In spite of Pakistan's role in facilitating the Doha agreement, which aimed to bring
peace to Afghanistan, the US's failure to acknowledge Pakistan's efforts reflects its focus on
proceeding its own interests, irrespective of Pakistan's strategic significance.

Balance of Power

The instable priorities in US-Pakistan relations, where Pakistan was a priority during the Trump
administration but not during the Biden administration, can be viewed through the lens of the
balance of power. Pakistan's engagement with other powers, for instance Russia, for economic
development was observed as a threat to US interests, leading to a recalibration of US-Pakistan
relations under the Biden administration.

Realism and its subtypes help contextualize the divergence in Pakistan-US relations during the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government. The failure to recognize Pakistan's contributions, the
prioritization of national interests, ALSO the implications of power dynamics underscore the
difficulties of international relations and the challenges faced by Pakistan in navigating its
relationship with the US.

Pakistan US relation during PTI government 2018 to 2022: Divergence

During PTI Government the relationship between Pakistan and the US remained subdued. Imran
Khan's divergence from US policies mainly regarding the War on Terrorism which he perceived
as serving American interests rather than combating terrorism efficiently led to consistent
criticism of Pakistan's alignment with the US. Consequently, prospects for bilateral improvement
were limited (Javed,2022, para 2).

Pakistan US relations during Donald Trump administration

when Donald Trump became the US president after that Pakistan started to step back also turn
out to be less responsive to US demands causing diplomatic strain between the two nations
relations this altered dynamic has created challenges as well as disagreements between Pakistan
and US particularly evident PTI’s ideological stance coupled with his criticism of Pakistan's role
as a U.S. ally in the War on Terrorism contributed to this tension more. Despite having support
among Pakistani Americans PTI was unable to effectively leverage this support for lobbying
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efforts in the U.S. The Trump administration's decision to suspend aid to Pakistan in 2018
increases this mistrust. The U.S. suspended approximately $900 million in security assistance and
also citing Pakistan's insufficient actions against extremist groups like the Afghan Taliban as well
as the Haqgani network. This move was seen as a reflection of the Trump administration's
frustration with Pakistan perceived support for these groups. (Javed,2022, para 3).

Donald Trump new plan did not work out. The people of Afghanistan had already suffered a lot
with 1.5 million lives lost since 1980. In July 2018 the U.S agreed to have direct talks with the
Taliban for peace because the Taliban then wanted that. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo went
to Kabul and a senior official from the State Department also went to Islamabad to check things
out there. The U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan, , met with the Taliban and thought
that they might sign a peace agreement by April 2019 (Sattar ,2020).

In 2018 President Trump criticized Pakistan especially in a tweet on New Year's Evening blaming
Pakistan of dishonesty as well as deception. The United States has given Pakistan more than 33
billion dollars in aid over the past 15 years. However, Pakistan has not been honest or helpful in
return. They provide shelter to the terrorists we are trying to catch in Afghanistan, but they do
not do much to help us. We cannot keep giving them aid if they would not cooperate (Trump,
2018).

The United States has decided to considerably reduce military aid to Pakistan allotting only $100
million for the 2018 fiscal year. However, it's up to the State Department to agree whether this
aid will be given as a grant or a loan. Last year Pakistan received $534 million in assistance from
the US in which including $225 million in foreign military funding. The White House aims to
convert its Foreign Military Funding (FMF) program to loans for many countries including
Pakistan. This decision reflects a shift in US engagement with Pakistan particularly concerning
counterterrorism efforts. The US is dissatisfied with Pakistan's alleged support for militant groups
such as the Taliban which undermines stability in Afghanistan. Consequently, US-Pakistani
relations have deteriorated and pushing Pakistan closer to China and potentially Russia.
President Trump's recent remarks in Saudi Arabia emphasized Pakistan as a problem rather than
a solution in South Asia signaling a change in US priorities. Pakistan's isolation is evident as it
faces tensions with its neighbors including Afghanistan as well as India, and Iran, due to its
alleged support for militant organizations. With diminishing US support and increasing pressure
Pakistan may need to reconsider its foreign policies (shams,2017, para 1,2,3,5).

During PTI government in 2019 President Trump aims to convince Prime Minister Imran Khan to
stress the Taliban into negotiating a peace deal with the Afghan government. However, Imran
Khan emphasized the importance of political negotiations over military solutions in Afghanistan,
opposing Trump's approach. Thus create more tensions between the two nations stem from
disagreements over counterterrorism efforts and US accusations of Pakistan supporting militant
groups. Despite this Imran Khan seeks mutually beneficial ties with the US while criticizing US
anti-terrorist tactics (BBC News, 2019).

Trump's push for India to take on a larger role in Afghanistan is concerning for Pakistan's military
leaders. Zahid Hussain a Pakistani security analyst, proposes that Donald Trump's policy could
unintentionally constrain Pakistan and have unintended consequences. Trump's blame of
Pakistan for protecting terrorist organizations serves as a warning to Islamabad about potential
consequences for supporting insurgents against the U.S.-backed Kabul government. Rustam
Shah Mohman, Pakistan's former ambassador to Kabul, expects challenging relations ahead,
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describing Trump's approach as a notice to Pakistan. There were voices within the administration
supporting for a quicker and more aggressive stance against Pakistan. The U.S. relies on Pakistani
roads to resupply troops in landlocked Afghanistan, raising concerns that combative relations
with Pakistan could further destabilize Afghanistan as well as endanger U.S. soldiers. Daniel
Feldman, a former special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan under Obama, suggests
that addressing Pakistan's safe havens is more effective through private pressure rather than
public hostility, pointing to prevent the Indo-Pak rivalry from escalating in Afghanistan (Jorgic &
Hassan, 2017).

This made PTl leader and Prime Minister Imran Khan Advice Trump to reconsider the reasons for
failure in Afghanistan. Despite having 140,000 US and NATO troops there arming 250,000 Afghan
soldiers and spending a trillion dollars Imran Khan pointed out that Pakistan had assisted the US
at a significant cost with 75,000 people losing their lives and $123 billion in damage as well as
the destruction of tribal areas and millions of people being displaced (Sajjd, 2021).

In December 2018 in a complete about turn president Donald trump acknowledged in a letter to
Prime Minister Imran khan that Pakistan too had suffered in the war on terrorism in Afghanistan
and also requested Pakistan cooperation in promoting negotiations with the Taliban for a
peaceful settlement. Islamabad said that it was already its policy. Pakistan obliged and also
played a part in persuading the Taliban to join talks with the US in December 2018 (Sattar ,2020).
US-Pakistan Policy Shifts Trump to Joe- Biden

The relationship between the United States and Pakistan has faced some challenges in
the last two years. One of the major issues was the fallout from the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Afghanistan as well as the Taliban taking control (Mir, 2021). The Biden administration has
come up with a new way of handling its relationship with Pakistan. The White House is not very
involved while the State Department is actively engaging with Pakistan. Moreover, the long-
standing military and defense connections between the two countries continue. This new
approach is different from what we have seen before between US and Pakistan. President Joe
Biden is the first U.S. president in a while who has not had direct talks with a Pakistani prime
minister whether it is Imran Khan or his successor Shehbaz Sharif. Before August 2021 the
relationship was mostly focused on America's interests in Afghanistan but now both countries
are trying to expand it to cover more areas of mutual interest (Afzal, 2023).

The Role of Leadership Change in the US

The Biden Administration has been actively involved with the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, or "Quad," involving India, Japan, and also Australia with a primary focus on countering
China. This shift in U.S. attention away from Afghanistan has raised concerns among some
Pakistani leaders. They worry that Pakistan's importance to Washington has decreased Pakistan
assume this is partly due to the perception that Pakistan is aligning more closely with Beijing in
terms of geopolitics. In response, Pakistani officials as well as independent analysts have called
for a "reset" in their relationship with the Biden Administration. This reset would move away
from a predominant focus on security matters and towards a more comprehensive partnership.
They envision a "geo-economics" approach, where Pakistan and also the United States work
together on regional integration to achieve sustainable development. Pakistan aims to be an
economic partner for the United States with cooperation in key sectors like information
technology, agriculture, health, energy, and climate change. Pakistan is rapidly embracing digital
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technology has a growing middle class, including numerous tech professionals, as well as aspires
to become a regional technology hub. However, the Biden Administration has not shown clear
signs of embracing this broad reset also President Joe Biden has yet to engage directly with a
Pakistani prime minister since taking office. Some Washington-based analysts recommend a
more modest as well as pragmatic relationship tempering expectations on both sides. Public
opinion surveys indicate that anti-American sentiment remains widespread among Pakistanis
(Congressional Research Service, 2023).

As the U.S. administration changed the bilateral relationship continued to center around
Afghanistan. Pakistan played a role in facilitating negotiations with the Taliban but the fall of
Kabulin 2021 led to U.S. blame being directed at Pakistan. The U.S. expected more from Pakistan
but Pakistan argued that it had already done much by bringing the Taliban to the negotiating
table. President Joe Biden's administration viewed Pakistan through the lens of its regional
neighbors such as Afghanistan, India, and China, limiting its focus on Pakistan beyond
Afghanistan-related issues. This made it challenging to reset as well as broaden the relationship
during Imran Khan's tenure. Both Pakistan and the U.S. have a mix of positive and negative
memories in their relationship but they share economic ties and mutual interests. Fostering
sustained trade relations and engaging with each other independently of third-party
considerations could be a positive starting point for improving bilateral ties (Congressional
Research Service, 2023).

Pakistan's Role in Afghan Peace Talks and its Impact on Pakistan-US Relations during PTI’s
Government

Pakistan plays a vital role in the current Afghan peace process. This is because Pakistan and
Afghanistan share a long border and also have cultural connections as well as are geographically
close. Another important factor is the historical ties between Pakistan's military and the Taliban.
These connections make Pakistan an important player in the peace talks happening now.
Pakistan’s leaders are working firm to bring peace to Afghanistan.

The United States fought a long war in Afghanistan spending almost 1 trillion dollars. After all,
that they agreed with what Pakistan had been saying all along is that war cannot bring real peace
in Afghanistan. Instead of trying to defeat the Taliban the U.S. decided to negotiate to them.
Getting peace in Afghanistan would not have been possible without Pakistan's help. Pakistan
went through a lot during the War on Terror with many Afghan refugees coming in Pakistan and
terrorist’s crossing over from Afghanistan into Pakistan. The U.S. appreciated Pakistan's role in
making a deal with the Taliban in February 2020 and starting talks among Afghans. But things
slowed down when President Joe Biden took over in January 2021 (Mir, 2021).

After the months of strained relationship between US and Pakistan now U.S. officials approached
Pakistan for assistance in indirect peace talks with the Taliban acknowledging Pakistan's
consistent efforts toward peace as well as recognizing the importance of a peaceful Afghanistan
for Pakistan's own internal security (Gul, 2018).

An Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan which is commonly known as the US—Taliban
deal or the Doha Accords was a peace agreement signed by the United States and the Taliban on
29 February 2020 in Doha Qatar. Pakistan has been trying so hard to get the Afghan Taliban to
agree to a peaceful solution. But with more violence in Afghanistan as well as peace talks not
going well Pakistan is getting worried. If Afghanistan falls apart it could make Pakistani terrorist
groups stronger like the Pakistani Taliban as well as cause more Afghan people to run away as

2256 |Page



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliban
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doha

Vol. 03 No. 02. Apr-June 2025 Advance Soctal Science Archive Journal

refugees. The Taliban in Afghanistan are still using violence to get what they want and also the
Afghan government is not giving in easily. On top of all this President Biden's plan to pull out all
U.S. troops by September 11, 2021, means they need to make peace quickly before things get
worse in Afghanistan (Mir, 2021).

However, the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan has raised concerns about security in
the region. The vacuum created by this withdrawal may empower extremist groups posing a
direct threat to Pakistan's national security as well as potentially triggering regional conflicts.
Pakistan has already witnessed an increase in terrorist attacks exemplified by the TTP's actions
following the U.S.-led peace agreement in Afghanistan. This has further strained Pakistan's
economic as well as political reputation, particularly its inclusion on the FATF's grey list.
(Congressional Research Service, 2023).

Imran Khan Visit to Moscow Meeting with Russian President Putin amid Ukraine Crisis: US
Reacts

The United States responded to PM of Pakistan’s Imran Khan Visit to Moscow by saying
that every "responsible" country should express concern about what Russia is doing in Ukraine.
Ned Price, a spokesperson from the US State Department mentioned this that The US had
conveyed its position to Pakistan about Russia's recent actions in Ukraine which they referred to
as a "renewed invasion. Price highlighted that it is the duty of each nation to voice their concerns
regarding Russian President Vladimir Putin's plans (The News International, 2022).

Prime Minister Imran Khan's trip to Russia aims to discuss economic cooperation and
promote the construction of a major gas pipeline in collaboration with Russian companies he
was not aware about Russian invasion on Ukraine when he decided to visit. The visit coincided
with Western nations imposing sanctions on Russia for its military involvement in eastern
Ukraine. Price stated that it's crucial for every country to clearly express their concerns about
Putin's intentions for Ukraine (Shams ,2022).

In a meeting held by the US State Department on March 7 last year, it was revealed that
they urged Pakistan to remove Imran Khan as Prime Minister due to his neutral stance on Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. The meeting sparked significant attention and discussion in Pakistan (Dawn
News, 2022). About a month later, a no-confidence motion was raised against Khan's leadership
in Parliament. The report also disclosed a document titled "Secret," revealing the US objection
to Khan's foreign policy regarding the Ukraine war. This meeting happened shortly after the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Furthermore, during a Senate hearing on March 2, a US official
mentioned Imran Khan's recent visit to Moscow and expressed a need to engage with him,
especially after Pakistan abstained from voting on a UN resolution critical of Russia's involvement
in the conflict (MENAFN, 2023).

Imran Khan has also blamed foreign interference in the no-confidence motion against him. The
US denied involvement in the no-trust move also stated support for Pakistan's constitutional
process. Imran Khan's visit to Moscow was criticized due to its timing during the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. And which was clear by PTI that the Imran khan Khan's meeting with Putin had been
planned years in advance and was unrelated to the Ukraine conflict. And the purpose of visit was
to sign economic agreements, particularly to purchase agricultural products like wheat to
address shortages in Pakistan at that time. During the visit Imran Khan expressed regret over the
situation and also hoped for a peaceful resolution between Russia and Ukraine. Despite Pakistan
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assertions, US remained steadfast in his position, expressing concern about the potential
negative impact of Imran khan Khan's visit on US-Pakistan relations and EU-Pakistan partnerships
(Dawn News ,2022).

Pakistan-U.S. Economic Disparity: A Potential Barrier to Mutual Benefit

Pakistan sells the 55th most goods to the United States and is the 57th largest market for what
the United States sells. The United States has special trade deals with more than 20 countries,
but not with Pakistan. Compared to other places like the Philippines, Taiwan, and Thailand,
Pakistan is not among the top 10 places where the United States invests a lot of money. In fact,
in terms of foreign investment, Pakistan is way behind. In 2020-21, the money the U.S. invested
in Pakistan was only one-fifth of what China invested there. Most of China's investment was for
projects related to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. This situation makes us wonder if there
could be a relationship where both the United States and Pakistan benefit, not just in terms of
military and strategy.! Americans trust Pakistan less than any other country tested on the poll
including Russia as well as China and Saudi Arabia (ljaz et al., 2023).

Conclusion:

In terms of Pakistan and the Unites States relations these were characterized by tensions
especially due to Imran Khan's ideological stance and also criticism of Pakistan's role in the War
on Terrorism. The Trump administration's suspension of aid to Pakistan in 2018 intensified this
mistrust. Despite some attempts at mediation such as offering to mediate the Kashmir issue
between Pakistan and also India the relationship continued to be influenced by the situation in
Afghanistan. Pakistan sought to shift its focus to geo-economics but progress remained limited.
As the Biden administration engaged in the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) with a focus
on countering China concerns arose in Pakistan that its importance to the U.S. had diminished.
Pakistani officials as well as analysts called for a reset in bilateral relations emphasizing geo-
economics and regional integration. However, the Biden administration has not yet embraced
this broad reset.

The U.S.-Pakistan relationship was largely defined by the situation in Afghanistan and also with
the withdrawal of U.S. forces this relationship faced uncertainties. While Pakistan sought a broad
reset with the U.S. focusing on geo-economics the Biden administration's priorities shifted
elsewhere. This dynamic underscores the need for both countries to adapt their foreign policy
approaches and rebuild trust as well as explore avenues for sustained cooperation beyond the
Afghan context.

! Hamza ljaz, Imran Khan, Maryam Kiyani, and Adnan Rafig, "Rethinking US-Pakistan Relations in the Age of Great
Power Competition," Discussion Paper 23-002 (Washington, D.C.: USIP, March 10, 2023).
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